
“Border-crossing and Interaction: The East/West Trans-Cultural Flow of 

Chinese/Taiwanese Literature and Images Since Modern Times”  

International Conference 

Date: Friday, 24 October 2025 | Time: 8:00 a.m.–6:00 p.m. | Venue: Imperial 

Hall, Charles University, Prague, Czech Republic  

 

Overview 

This conference examines transcultural exchanges in Chinese and Taiwanese 

literature and visual culture from the late nineteenth century to the present, with 

particular emphasis on the dynamic and reciprocal interactions between East and 

West. 

Through case studies in literature, cinema, visual arts, and media, participants will 

explore how cultural works cross linguistic and geopolitical boundaries, undergo 

transformations, and acquire new meanings within specific socio-political contexts. 

 

Objectives 

• Analyse the circulation and reinterpretation of cultural works across 

East/West contexts. 

• Promote interdisciplinary approaches to the study of cross-cultural 

interactions. 

• Foster academic exchange among international scholars as well as graduate 

students from Taiwan and the Czech Republic.

 

Participants 

Participants include senior scholars and early-career researchers from international 

institutions across the humanities and social sciences, as well as graduate students 

from Taiwan and the Czech Republic. 

 



Format 

Thematic paper presentations, graduate student forum, and open discussions 

designed to encourage dialogue and collaborative research. 

 

Organisers 

Co-organized by the Taiwan project “Border-crossing and Interaction: The 

East/West Trans-Cultural Flow of Chinese/Taiwanese Literature and Images Since 

Modern Times”, Charles University (Prague, Czech Republic), and Masaryk 

University (Czech Republic), with the support of the Taiwan Ministry of Education 

UAAT-ICU Program and the International Relations Office of Charles University. 

 

Project Leadership 

• Principal Investigators: Wen-Huei Cheng (Distinguished Professor, 

Department of Chinese Literature, National Chengchi University, Taiwan) 

and Šárka Masárová (Senior Lecturer and Deputy Head, Department of 

Sinology, Charles University, Czech Republic)  

• Co-Investigators: Mei-er Huang (Professor, Graduate Institute of 

Taiwanese Literature, National Taiwan University, Taiwan), Kean-fung 

Guan (Department of Chinese Literature, National Tsing Hua University, 

Taiwan), and Dušan Vávra (Assistant Professor and Head, Department of 

Sinology, Masaryk University, Czech Republic) 

 

Conference Agenda  

Border-crossing and Interaction: The East/West Trans-Cultural Flow of 

Chinese/Taiwanese Literature and Images Since Modern Times 

Date: Friday, 24 October 2025 

Venue: Imperial Hall, Charles University, Prague 



08:00- 

08:30 
Registration 

08:30-

08:45 

Opening 

Remarks 

 

Principal Investigators: 

• Wen-Huei Cheng (鄭文惠), Distinguished Professor, 

Department of Chinese Literature, National Chengchi 

University, Taiwan 

• Šárka Masárová (金莎磊), Senior Lecturer and Deputy Head, 

Department of Sinology, Charles University, Czech Republic 

Co-Investigators: 

• Mei-er Huang (黃美娥), Professor, Graduate Institute of 

Taiwanese Literature, National Taiwan University, Taiwan 

• Kean-fung Guan (顏健富), Professor, Department of Chinese 

Literature, National Tsing Hua University, Taiwan 

• Dušan Vávra (杜尚), Assistant Professor and Head, 

Department of Sinology, Masaryk University, Czech Republic 

Session I  

 

Doing Things with Images:  

Image Politics and Transcultural Circulation 

 

Moderator: 

Federica Casalin 

(費琳) 

Associate Professor, Department of Oriental Studies,  

Sapienza University of Rome, Italy  

 

08:45-

09:35 

 

Presenter 

Between Orientalism and Propaganda: Images 

from Tibet in the 1950s 

 

Kamila Hladikova 

Assistant Professor, 

Department of Asian 

Studies, Palacký 

University Olomouc, 

Czech Republic 

Presenter Shaping Socialist Manhua: Transcultural 



Mariia Guleva 

Assistant Professor, 

Department of 

Sinology, Charles 

University, Czech 

Republic 

Dialogues between Chinese, Soviet, and 

Czechoslovak Cartoonists of the Mid-20th 

Century 

 

Break 

09:35-10:05 

 

Session II 

 

Crossing Eurasia and Africa: Transcultural Narratives of 

Travel Representation and Plant Transplantation in Modern China 

 

Moderator: 

Šárka Masárová(金莎磊) 

Senior Lecturer and Deputy Head, Department of Sinology,  

Charles University, Czech Republic 

 

10:05-

11:20 

 

Presenter 

Viewing Political and Cultural Interactions: 

The Cross-Cultural Comparative Narrative in 

Late Qing Ambassador Xue Fucheng’s Travel 

Diary on Italy 

Wen-Huei 

Cheng(鄭文惠) and 

Federica Casalin 

(費琳) 

Distinguished 

Professor, 

Department of 

Chinese Literature, 

Chengchi University, 

Taiwan; 

 

Associate Professor, 

Department of 

Oriental Studies, 

Sapienza University 

of Rome, Italy 

Presenter  



Kean-fung Guan 

(顏健富) 

Professor, 

Department of 

Chinese Literature, 

National Tsing Hua 

University, Taiwan 

 

“If I Could Cut It Off with a Knife”: Modes 

of Representation in Late Qing Travellers’ 

Descriptions along the Eurasian-African 

Route 

 

 

Presenter 

Transplanting Yunnan: The Vegetal Life 

between China and Britain, 1900s– 1930s 

 

Xuelei Huang 

(黃雪蕾) 

Associate Professor, 

Asian Studies, 

University of 

Edinburgh, UK 

Session III 

 

Dialectics of Self and Other: Transcultural Reflections in Contemporary 

Chinese Literature and Thought 

 

Moderator: 

Xuelei Huang(黃雪蕾) 

Associate Professor, Asian Studies, University of Edinburgh, UK 

 

11:20-

12:10 

Presenter 

Gazing and Being Gazed At: Writing the 

Other, Writing the Self — Transnational 

Reflections by Contemporary Chinese Poets 

(1980s–Present) 

Šárka Masárová 

(金莎磊) 

Senior Lecturer and 

Deputy Head, 

Department of 

Sinology, Charles 

University, Czech 

Republic 

Presenter 

The Concept of Harmony in Chinese Political 

Thought and Literature 

 

Dušan Vávra(杜尚) 

Assistant Professor 

and Head, 

Department of 



Chinese Studies, 

Masaryk University, 

Czech Republic 

 

Lunch Break 

12:10-13:20 

Session IV 

Graduate Forum I 

 

The Modernity of Feeling: Rethinking Diasporic Poetics and the Spirit of 

Enlightenment 

 

Moderator: 

Man-ling Loo (羅敏寧) 

Ph.D. student, Department of Chinese Literature, National Chengchi University, 

Taiwan 

 

Tsz-him Chau (周子謙) 

Ph.D. Student, Graduate Institute of Taiwanese Literature, National Taiwan 

University, Taiwan 

 

13:20-

14:50 

Klára Šílová (柔拉) 

M.A. Student, Department of Sinology, Masaryk University, Czech 

Republic 

 

The approach to the use of Chinese language in contemporary 

English-written poetry of the Chinese diaspora: Case study of Mary 

Jean Chan’s poetry (on line) 

Chen-yu Chen (陳振宇) 

M.A. Student, Department of Chinese Literature, National Tsing Hua 

University, Taiwan 

 

Damp Coasts — Redefining Homeland and the Other (on line) 

Man-ling Loo (羅敏寧) 

Ph.D. student, Department of Chinese Literature, National Chengchi 

University, Taiwan 

 

Rondo of Love, Resentment and Death:the May Fourth Movement 



Revolution of Feeling Structure 

Jindřich Šandera 

MA Student, Department of Sinology, Masaryk University, Czech 

Republic 

 

Children’s Adaptations of Journey to the West: A Comparative 

Analysis of Chinese and Czech Versions with a Focus on the 

Character of Sun Wukong 

Coffee Break 

14:50-15:05 

Session V 

 

Knowledge Circulation and Subject Formation: Cross-Cultural 

Dialogues in Modern Taiwanese Literature and Thought 

 

Moderator:  

Táňa Dluhošová 

(路丹妮) 

Professor and Director, Oriental Institute,  

Czech Academy of Sciences 

 

15:05-

16:20 

Presenter 

Western Tides Mediations, Knowledge 

Production, and Classic Dissemination: The 

Relationship between the L’Europe Magazine 

and the Taiwanese Literary Field 

Mei-er Huang 

(黃美娥) 

Professor, Graduate 

Institute of 

Taiwanese 

Literature, National 

Taiwan University, 

Taiwan 

Presenter 

The Fifth Moon Movement in Taiwan and Its 

Influence on Experimental Ink and Wash in 

Mainland China 

Daniela Zhang- 

Czirakova(唐藝夢) 

Lecturer, Slovak 

Academy of 

Sciences, Slovakia 

Presenter Coming to Terms with Coco’s Thingy: 



Chang Liu(劉倡) 

Ph.D., Heidelberg 

University, Germany 

Mandopop, Racial Ambiguity, and Taiwan’s 

Cultural Miracle 

Break 

16:20-16:30 

Session VI 

Graduate Forum II 

 

Reconstructing Taiwanese Modernity: Transcultural Dialogues on Gender, 

Memory, and Aesthetics 

 

Moderator: 

Man-ling Loo (羅敏寧) 

Ph.D. student, Department of Chinese Literature, National Chengchi University, 

Taiwan 

Šimon Suk (宋詩孟) 

Ph.D. student, Department of Sinology, Charles University, Czech Republic 

 

 

 

 

 

16:30-

18:00 

Alexandra Kučerová 

MA Student, Department of Sinology, Masaryk University, Czech 

Republic 

 

A Feminine Perspective in Missionary Accounts: Lillian Dickson on 

Climate and Daily Life in Taiwan 

Tsz-him Chau (周子謙) 

Ph.D. Student, Graduate Institute of Taiwanese Literature, National 

Taiwan University, Taiwan 

 

Realms of Memory: Overseas Writers’ Writings on Visits and Returns 

to the Homeland in Pre-Democratization Taiwan 

Chen-hsiang Ding (丁振翔) 

Ph.D. student, Department of Sinology, Charles University, Czech 

Republic 

 

Between Transculturality and Universality: Zhan Bing’s Poetic 

Engagement with Science 

Šimon Suk (宋詩孟) 

Ph.D. student, Department of Sinology, Charles University, Czech 



Republic 

 

Western Modernist Painting and Music in Yu Guangzhong’s Book of Poetry 

Halloween 

 

Rules of Procedure: Presentations are 18-20 minutes each, with 12-20 minutes of 

discussion per session. 

 


